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the Celestial Mountains, which lie to the North 720 miles dis- 
tant, and have two cones, one of which is in active eruption, 
while the other is nearly extinct. The volcanic islands of the 
China Sea are 1,800 maritime miles distant. Our author is dis- 
posed to believe, that the abovemejitioned earthquakes proceed 
from the Celestial Mountains, but supposes that the shocks must 
necessarily augment in intensity as we approach the volcanic re- 
gion. This is by no meatus necessary, at least within certain 
limits. An Earthquake is as liable to be violent at a considera- 
ble distance from the chimney of its volcanic outlet, as at the 
very base of the volcano itself. At least such have been the re- 
sults of our researches in Italy and Sicily. 

We have not room to notice the catalogue of animals found 
in Kemaon, which is appended' ti) this work, nor to enter into an 
analysis of the very interesting chapter on the causes of Goitre 
and Cretinism. The author has treated this latter subject in a 
manner that does him great credit as a medical philosbpher ; and 
every physician who reads his observations will at once perceive 
that there is Such a science in nature as Medical Geology. We 
extract the following brief statement of some of his results. 

"The proportion of the inhabitants of each rock, who are aiFected 
with Goitre and Cretinism, will stand to the healthy in the following 
order: 

" Granite and gneiss — Goitre, -g^ ; Cretins, none. 

" Mica-slate and hornblende-slate — Goitre, none ; Cretins none. 

" Clay-slate — Goitre, jij- ; Cretins, none. 

" Transition-slate — Goitre, j-^ ; Cretins, none. 

" Steatitic sandstone — Goitre none ; Cretins, none. 

" Calcareous rocks — Goitre,-!; Cr6tins, -^. 

"Are we to suppose that these interesting results are the effects 
of chance, or of an accidantal association of circumstances confined 
to a particular spot.' When we recollect, that a space of upwards of 
a thousand square miles has been made subject to the inquiry, and 
that in every portion of this space, the same invariable circumstan- 
ces attended the presence of the disease, and that its absence was 
invariably distinguished by the absence of those circumstances, it 
is more philosophic to view them in the light of cause and effect." — 
pp. 310, 311. 

2. — Historical Sketch of Amherst, in the County of Hillsbor- 
ough, in New Hampshire; from its first Settlement to the 
Year 1837. By John Farmer, Corresponding Secretary 
of the N. H. Historical Society. Second Edition, en- 
larged. Concord. 1837. 8vo. pp. 52. 

Mr. Farmer, the author of the above history, is well known 
as one of the most indefatigable and accurate antiquaries in the 
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country. As a genealogist^ we suppose no one )voilld presume 
to dispute the palm with him. Cut oiF by his infirm state of 
health from much intercourse with thfe world, and debarred the 
privilege of personally visiting the memorable scenes in our 
annals, he has still succeeded in accumulating a mass of mate- 
rials relating to the history, population, and statistics of the 
country, which is truly astonishing. His conttibutions from this 
stock to the Collections of the Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire Historical Societies, have been numerous and valuable ; 
and his Genealogical Register of the First Settlers of New 
England, an octavo volume of 350 pages, published in 1829, is 
a monument of bis patient and minute research. We hope that 
ere long the public will be favored with a revised arid enlarged 
edition of this useful work. 

We are glad to find such men as Mr. Farmer,— ^ men whose 
experience and accuracy are a guaranty that their relations can 
be depended upon, — engaged in collecting and ■ preserving the 
fading memorials of our little democracies. Every new village 
chronicle we regard as an addition not only to the stock of our 
national history, but to the materials of poetry and romance ; for 
there is hardly one of theray that Joes not contain some event or 
tradition capable of being wrought up by a skilful hand into a 
tale of fancy. We have only to regret, that Works of su«h a 
permanent interest and valiie should appear in the perishable 
form of pamphlets. It seems highly desirable, that there should 
be some general repository, where these local histories may be 
brought together, so as to be easily found and consulted ; and 
the Collections of the various Historical Societies throughout 
the country appear to Us to furnish the very receptacle that is 
needed. 

The History of Amherst contains its full share of remarkable 
incidents and adventures, and is executed in a manner highly 
creditable to its learned author. We vvere a little surprised, 
however, that a writer of so much accuracy as Mr. Farmer, 
should (page 3) call Philip "the celebrated Narraganset sachem." 
We had always supposed that Philip was the sachem of the 
Wampanoags, an entirely distinct tribe from tlie Narragansets. 
On page 34, too, in the epitaph on the Rev. Daniel Wilkins, we 
find an error of a hundred years. It is said he graduated in 
1636. It should be 1736. These, it is true, are slight errors, 
probably mere inadvertencies ; but as the value of all works of 
this sort depends entirely on their accuracy, the public, we think, 
have a right to demand an especial attention to this point. 
Facts and dates need particularly to be looked after ; and the 
compilers of our national and state histories, as well asof our 
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town annals, should understand, that whilst the weightier mat- 
ters are suitably oared for, the less njust not be neglected. 



3.,-^ .4 Treatise" on Digestion, and the Disorders incident to 
it, which are comprehended under the Term Dyspepsia. 
Adapted- for general Readers. By WilliaiSi Sweetser, 
M. D., Author of a Treatise on Consumptioin, &c.j Bos- 
ton. Published by T. H. Carter. 1837. 12m0. pp. 359. 

The author of this work is already favorably known by< his 
Treatise on Consumption; which, like the present, was ad- 
dressed rather to the reading public at large, thau to the medi- 
cal faculty, to the patient rather than to the physician. It is no 
easy matter to write well on professional matters, in any profes- 
sion, so as to be intelligible to those who are not familiar with 
professional habits of thought and expression, and at the same 
time to avoid tedious and awkward circumlocution. Technical 
terms involuntarily press upon the author's mind. If they are 
rejected, the substitutes are not always more intelligible, and are 
often less definite. If they are retained, they must "be accom- 
panied by explanations, which embarrass and distract the atten- 
tion, and give a forbidding, schoolmaster sort of air to the 
performance. Dr. Sweetser has surmounted this difficulty in a 
very great degree. His style, although not elegant, is clear 
and intelligible, without any parade of fine writing, indeed with- 
out afiectation of any kind ; and is in general free from the 
embarrassment of medical phrases. 

There are perhaps no diseases better suited to a general 
treatise of this kind, than those which are the subjects of Dr. 
Svveetser's two publications. Both consumption and dyspepsy 
(we prefer the good honest English word to the Greek termina- 
tion adopted by Dr. S.) owe so much, of what is to afford either 
hope or benefit, to the care and management of the patient and 
his friends, that it is peculiarly fitting that the community at 
large, as well as physicians, should know something in regard 
to them. Where the knowledge which a patient possesses of 
his disease is of the right kind, the more he has of it the better. 
It will not lead him, beyond his depth, into the province of the 
physician ; but, while it will direct him to a more intelligent use 
of the means which properly belong to his own sphere of obser- 
vation and practice, it will prompt him to a more confiding re- 
liance upon his medical adviser for direction in all matters which 
demand medical learning and skill. 



